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Highlands to India. The hospitable in-
habitants of the Punjab, Rajputana, and Oudh
offered shelter and protection to the needy
refugees. One noble emigrant family, the
Guptas,1 settled in Kanouj, and gained such
wealth and influence that it was not long
before they became the ruling family of the
town. In the fifth century, when Magadha
declined, the Guptas raised Kanouj to the
first city in Hindustan. But, after a few
generations of lordship, they were unable
to resist the Hunnish wave any longer;
it broke over Kanouj and made a sudden
end of the Gupta dynasty.

The spirited Vallabhis, a Hindu tribe in
Gujarat, then became powerful, and their
blood flowed in the veins of Vikrama the
Great, the most distinguished name of the
Vikrama dynasty. His capital was Ujain, in
Malva, where he reigned in the first half of
the sixth century. Like General Aetius at
Chalons, Vikrama stemmed the tide of the
advancing Huns, and routed their hordes.
But, more appropriately, we may place the
Raja by the side of the genial Karl August,
Duke of "Weimar. Both Princes were en-
lightened patrons of science and art, and
their respective Courts were graced by the

1 Gupta means " protected, concealed," in Sanskrit.
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